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In New Women, Ruan Lingyu plays the writer Wai Ming, who
represents the modern woman of the 30s. Dumped by a man
and plagued by poverty, she commits suicide by taking poison.
This is twisted by the press as a "warning to romantic women”.
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In New Women, the female worker
Aying is a model of the progressive
woman, but not an object of desire
for men.
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In The Light of Women,
Mo-jing refuses to enter
the marriage with a
factory owner with several
concubines arranged by
her elder brother.
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Mo-jing (Lee Yi-nin) runs %)

away from marriage and Yearning for free love,

enrolls in a free girls’ school Mo-jing falls in love with

in the neighbouring county. a rich young master
(Kwong Shan-siu).
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Fed up with her

lover’s cowardice and
helplessness, Mo-jing
breaks off her engagement
and goes with her adopted
daughter (Leong Tim-tim)
back to the charity school.
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After running away from marriage twice, Mo-jing decides to remain single and
takes over the girls’ school, dedicating herself to education.
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Set up by self-combed women, the charity school offers weaving classes.
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Following in her foster mother’s footsteps, Sau-wah also wants to be independent and runs
away from marriage. As mother and daughter escape by boat, their destiny is uncertain.
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Allusions to the “self-combing
culture” — encouraging women
to be independent and to throw
off the shackles of the family.
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3 “One of the most destructive actions by the Japanese against the Hong Kong
film industry was to melt down a large number of the pre-war films to use
the silver nitrate for military purposes.” David Carter, East Asian Cinema,
Harpenden, UK: Kamera/ Oldcastle Books, 2010 (Kindle Edition).
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