
Course Title : Sexuality Studies	

Course Code : CUSXXX 

Recommended Study Year*  3/4 

No. of Credits/Term     : 3  

Mode of Tuition : Seminar 

Class Contact Hours : 3  

Category in Major Prog. : Program Elective 

Prerequisite(s) : None 

Co-requisite(s) : None 

Exclusion(s);  : For Cultural Studies Majors 

Brief Course Description  
     

: This course builds on gender studies to further students’ 
understanding of the complex relations between cultural politics and 
various discourses of sexuality, including but not limited to those 
developed around LBGTIQ (lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgender, 
intersex and queer) identities and practices. Using feminist 
knowledge of the social construction of gender and of “differences” 
as points of departure, we will examine the cultural construction of 
sexual subjectivity, sexual politics, sexual regulation and censorship 
globally, regionally and locally. Last but not least, we will visit some 
of the heated debates sexual discourses help raise within the cultural 
context of Hong Kong. Guest speakers from NGOs working on 
sexuality issues are invited as guest speakers. Students could then 
choose to conduct research projects in collaboration with these 
organizations.  
 

Aims 
 

: To introduce students to the complex relations between sexuality and 
cultural politics, and to introduce key concepts in the field of 
sexuality studies as analytical and research tools for students to 
better understand ourselves and the social contexts we live in. 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

: On completion of this course, students should be able to:  
1. describe the historical formation of normative and 

non-normative sexual discourses in various societies; 
2. analyze issues of sexuality in relation to cultural construction, 



regulation and rights movements globally and regionally; 
3. use sexuality studies as analytical tools in examining cultural 

representations and phenomena such as film, novels, visual arts, 
and different practices in media, ecology, space, everyday life, 
nation-building, welfare, sexual expression, sex work etc.; 

4. conduct and present original research individually and/or in 
collaboration with NGOs on local debates around sexual politics. 

Indicative Content : • Cultural construction of sexual subjectivity, identities and 
practices globally, regionally and locally 

• Sexual politics and regulation vis-à-vis democratic and 
sexual rights movements 

• Discursive formation of sexuality in cultural representation 
• Development of sexual discourses and controversies in Hong 

Kong 
Teaching Method 
 

: The course is taught in a 3-hour seminar mode. This is to facilitate 
screening and presentations of audio-visual materials and guest talks 
followed by contextual analysis as well as thorough discussion of 
presented materials. The presentation of AV materials and guest talks 
are essential elements in understanding contemporary formation of 
sexual discourses. Reception of sensitive and often controversial 
materials not immediately followed by carefully guided discussion 
could be personally damaging for students.  
 

Measurement of Learning 
Outcomes 

 

: 1. Tutorial presentations to demonstrate students’ knowledge of 
normative and non-normative sexual discourses globally, regionally 
and locally; 
2. Written reports to demonstrate students’ abilities in discussing 
issues of sexuality in relation to cultural construction, regulation and 
rights movements, and to measure students’ abilities in conducting 
and presenting original research individually or in collaboration with 
NGOs on local debates around sexual politics; 
3. Projects to demonstrate students’ capabilities in using sexuality 
studies as critical tools to analyze cultural representations and 
phenomena. 
 

Assessment : Students are assessed on the basis of 60% Continuous Assessment 
and 40% Written Report, with the following grade distribution: 

Tutorial presentations             [30%] 
 Research Project                [30%] 
 Written Reports             [40%]  
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