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To Perform or Not to Perform:
Photographic Practices of Incarcerated Youths
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Abstract

Combining strategies of art education, visual analysis and queer studies, this

study maps a process of my conducting media-making workshops in a female
juvenile correctional facility in Japan and in a male juvenile reform institute in
Hong Kong during 2002-2005, as a means of intervention into the normative
cultural imaginary of “deviant/ problem/ delinquent youths” and an attempt to
subvert the historical appropriation of the photographic apparatus in producing
and policing “criminals”. This study first discusses how the global construction of
“deviance”/ juvenile delinquency has been shaped by sociological and psychological
frameworks of the U.S., and how such frameworks might not be applicable to the
socio-cultural-geopolitical contexts I work with.

I then highlight the need for youths’ self-representation in relation to the
dominant discourses of youth in Japan and Hong Kong, and how these discourses
have been directed in legitimizing more social control on young people. Then

the article explores the multiple inter-textual possibilities offered through re-
examining Judith Butler’s influential concept of “gender performativity”, Mary
Douglas’ analysis of tribal rituals and taboos alongside the photographs taken by
the jailed youths of themselves and of each other. Reading between the lines of
discursive and media articulations, and between (cultural) theory and (media)
practice, this juxtaposition illuminates the central normative position of “non-
performativity” in the cultural contexts where these photos were produced.

Through these explorations, this article aims to re-assert the complex implications
of discursive possibilities named by Akiko Shimizu as “scandalous equivocation”
for marginalized subjects caught between the compulsions to perform and not
perform simultaneously.

Keywords: deviance, (non-)Berformativit , juvenile delinquency,
photography, subject, scandalous equivocation
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KRR FFH T TAEABR R KROGHE BER TR ZH R AFEHE
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DREMME A - BHith e 8 3, E£E - S AE M 318
1 SRR o 3 1k S R B0 R 5 33 B 2 A0 R AE S 9 Ak th 1 R B 2R
AT RE R 28 85 ) SR B i [ ) # o T SR 2 R iR 2 o A
ZE| TEY) ] (abjects) 5 » plifE—F TREHMEW ] (notyet
“subjects”)(Butler 1993: 3) » 8¢ [FKAAREMI T8 1 (never-subjects) ©
38 PAE AL XA KN AL (closeted) W @R th 2 — (A EE A M B € -
SR E -~ BE KB AMEEE - fw#E (41 Federick 1999)F
fa o WA KRR —FE T he iy U8 - 1emspr ~ b sé
RO THAR L BUBRE A D o 88 1 3% 0] [ 248 BB v 7 1 B Jak
IRIBE B AE 1990 FEN#MET - BEDVEILHGBEILIRACERA H73%
(BIFHEH 1991) o L E2ELOHHE SR (Lemert 1951; Steinhoff 1984;
Blackburn 1998; Shoemaker 2000) ¥ L IEAT Y 43 #7 H 4 5| FH B 152 48 PR
éﬁ(labeling theory) thfg i » —HHYIHIREZTHEMW AR B E L TFE
AT 1 WORRER M A A s AL AU - 1 E CAEBRIE - RERAT
At TEHHERS 1 (self-fulfilling prophecy) IR o THEEEE A
B IR SE AR B A [ 2 A B4 DU ~ mf AR AIHRDE » il R AR S
GRHEED ~ B E ~ B AL o A —E R EE N RE T
GiRE 1 (BE2% ~ BBZKEE 2003 1 200) © JEH#AE(1991) U2 ([ {th
g ) 2 e B R — (e R B2 A T A

EARP R TR EAE @R o8 K2 0 BRI
Bk RIEBT RO W H o ABRT KA —EEE A
— A AT RENIZT o ARBMFRISRK > M (XF
ZHER) BTEHLERE  HROTF—HBE - F K

FR15RMA AR TIEER TG T > FRAER LR
Tow AEXFRA MK AL ERPHT T H &AM

Al s A& LR S RFALEAEKM - A—RRAEARE

9 A “Performing Contradictions, Performing Badgirlness In Japan”~ (2008)
—XPRIANBDAZAUEMAR IO EERE THT) MEL LM >
BREAFBEATREZEMPAA§ TR RRET - RRAFF Y
KARGEY TREAERRBAE R THkmd: TELXHRAEFTF
B HWE R —LRPATE > RAFERLELETER (IR TR o
Mfe) AP EACH ERGEEEME > $EFAF: [t F5) > —M@
HRARYADRLT GRS EHLEIRF | (1999: 169)
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%’ﬁ%7i§7$’ﬁéﬂéﬁﬁ AR R e ER 3
BEEEFER B2 RS T RERKOHF
—AERBE R —FARA ZRA B Lk o TR

HAAEXRZAT AR EHOHR > Pk ERET > X
ﬁ@%ﬁmkﬁwﬁ% %&Xxﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁ R B 1%
FRAZREGEH 0 R & E AL 0 R B E R
Koo REF TR LNWARZBABE B EAEHBY
—32 o (1991: 56-59)

~ i Rt @ RC H LR

$ETE 2R (Roland Barthes) HIAT 45 52 48 H B8 — & TH
11 (pose faE#4 + 845 ) » AILARBhBAMME — 20 P 4 52 B B
RS Z MR EERATR © TRERIEEE B s #isR - — Vg
T BB LEREEPEEEHC  HOTHBE SRS —HEE
BraAEE B —E AR o 1 (2000: 10) BB ER FEW I ER
GBEER AR TEYEE - EEAERE) - ME TRHEE
(snapshot) KRR R IRIL » 25 7 8/H 1 (2000: 12) © K205 »
W0 CHHZE) (Camera Lucida) B EIRD » B RESAG A {0 IFE 2 AR H
IR/ NRE 3 AR ET 8y 382 —MEATLER 25 AR Ml o S s - 2
I (perform)—{HZR1E » o BELEE RS AR ENE » HEK
£ — filt rg%ﬁ%J » PEERIEIR) o HEE A EMEEL (B
+) -~ BYb (8ES 58 - B {125 raiE o SR
R R R BURIREIEE W & -
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ACHRPE(ERRIE ERER S Ry ) sl ke AR o THRPMPERET -
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—RINH o FH - B R S - B A ORI A 2R e R S R B S
fF o 1 (Richards 1993: 3)# 2 FI 55 R HAR: IS8 2 2 s THRE W H
J/ BEtH (colonial gaze)IT FHWIH R F WM » (EMIIHOEHRAVERSE ~
SHGIERE ~ g0 ~ K& ~ 17 R 28 1k 5@ A A0 AmT 4 o B - AR 1T 92
NEER ~ RIRGEEZENICE - BN (B5) AFE B (HHEH
AR E ) (Quartermaine 1992) o BRAGE ~ B %33 Lk A b 1E 4 2 Al
o IRE T 2 P B A S R RS R — AR I B AR TE
g1 (IEA) ~ THEEL ~ TR BB RIRET) > WEE
ME TRy S HEFEREROEBRGN A CHERWEE e
&1 ROAE G Bl - GRHE S MR RSB N CEH R ER) MR
Bt B > BEER ~ T o B R BE A 1E R 22 R B 1R (Ryan
1997) o 3@4E T'EF 1 (ERKIN 52 Al 8 i 85 BE T R A s 2R il
e Thhgy ~ TEpEE) ~ TRHE) ~ THAEEMRY 5 fEHEZ R e i
R THEZD ) eI R M%) B TEKERE) - BPRES
PR B [ G R AR G S AT o BRI - HE 2 B R IR A Y
BIEFRMA AR (ERER) A (physiognomy)& FEAHER

(phrenology) » T& S HSIM G AIER A E A ~ JETEE - BB TH/E T LI
O & b BRI ki rh o — R AU BB A NS HY J7i% 1 (Sekula
1989: 348) » EH BB HELP BRI g - JHICMIRF RS T4
WAL B PR RER R A - TEERE ) ERIEREN
(M. Foucault) {FCIREARET) (Discipline and Punish, 1977)H THEH 1 1Y
SR - — BB~ R ~ 0 R - T (BRI EE IEAY R

e

w5 D ) RNOEE ) s — R A AC 1R LRI > A D IR T DLk
b BE B HE R o T LI RC 80 X — B BN S B R A BE (Alphonse
Bertillon)# W 7 — 2 &I — S B8 ~ 186 S5 101 TR ALY 1 i B {00 e 1) 5%
e > 1 Al R B R B B R B RO BR Y S5k o HL > EEM T
e 1) 1~ OB A A S S R ) O R A B~ BB - R B2
f T ANERT R (Lalvani 1996: 109; Sekula 1989: 357-63; Kemp and Wallace
2000: 144-7; Tagg 1988: 85) » £ [ #EFHER AL TG (E R — R RE
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AV RGENE ) FF - (HEKEAN G HE D 2072 0 80 1185 2
M2 frig) - Bl TRI5 ] JE5iedai -

€ wmEenEes I e

§I8 FFY BN 'E B R RE P B R TS TR+ R T R SR SCAL AR R A2 7 B B
Fe Ik o AL B SR e RO IR A P IR 0 > BB AZ BT 2 1979
FEE19824F [A] » fiw B — F JE 7 B 24 BoE vhoO P25 20l TAFEYS
(Cockpit Arts Workshop)FUSCALMFZE R (2 i FH R —{f i F1Y T3
fewrzes 85%) L5 THRE2EAE (RZEEBAN) BERREHETT
MEEFCHRRZATE] 1 (Schools Photography Project) » 5 (EMFFE [
AL AL B 731 0 e PR BRI (E B 75 35 Z ] (who represents who
and by what means?) YRR > JEEEUEBEME PR EEE - 7K
(accessible) Il RFRERE ] » FEd — (R E A EEEE » X REE B K
SALHHY ERE SR o 183 & — 7 1 (8 B S o8 AL F F3E - [
IR A Hit B33 L ST AV RS AR — (18 & (legitimate) I - {23 5 47 58 R At
1 E B AR FEHETT X (Dewdney 2000) o JE 7T HIHEIT I @ th 575 68
N SBR[ AT BAZ - B A A5 Al 7 5 52 R R [ SR e - a8 e R
AREFAEMTERNE FH MM A EME (EREEEE (fF
Fi B FW YRS ) NIETEHICE P R A H 2K - fFF e
KB (Dewdneyand Lister 1986) [AlgH:E B8 BalRe fg - {2
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1 %4 55 1 A7 sth 250 1 B G B S I R A o BB CE U HE AT SR A — P L
PR Hed Nhdl (RFEE) SR EMER--- ) (Dewdneyand
Lister 1986 : 94) o 38 — FF# 5 IRF 2 Ji S AR 58 8 TG0 & il £ [ 1 B 4
T AIEREE » BEASTREIPIERN B BIEFH K (critical self-
activity) ° B 1 BRI CHAN) =ik L ] DI 2rfiE -
AP A B S AN S M S RE R s 5 3 o oo ML R ZH & B Y
B~ Hay s R E AR he ~ RR R 8 TIEIRR A - BB R
PR ) - 38 802 B2 A Bl 22 Al L [R] BI)5E — (1 B B 22 R e 1 < 1E

(oI « —RA — 3t E F HHEHEI) (The Celebration of
Identity: A Discussion of Young People’s Self-Representation)— L H
F R e A2 i s it [R] B2 A 3R MR > 20 (] B2 4] R o o B — (I8 AR 0
HIRERS » DURATA SLE A Fr o & ZEAIED - SR MR s A e
Je ARy e g B AR - BLE R DEER - A RBEENEE ] (lived

symbolic practice) °©

BRI (snapshot) B I » R R IE @AY AL B BER L — %1 » I X
b Al 7 —FE R BRI o SRR E W ~ /£ AT IBER » 5
S EAHT ER) > I goE i - — R IR 8 AR 2 1B RV ARAT - b
a0 - BRI E B RN E AR R — ([ S T 2 ~ PR R
B IR S 55 3 - B2 AR SIS B Y 22 B K 2 (R IR B I AN RS &35 » (H
OGP BN ALERE B L EB R EE TG G 0
EIRERER R FEREA o AR — M HEE LA B E (mythic
reality) * AR AHIYIE B E (material reality) o [F]22EHE — LA TE
MR BESRE H HOE R ITH - M MeI R ~ LRG0 I8 & 5P Al
W A SR o S AMM R (R EER  REAE R K A SRS
TR BB R R SRR R ~ AR B A A Y E IR
B (K ~ Wt b ~ WEE) KM & 73 215 F# L R E e
gy o MAEF i ke F R EE RS g A MEN BT FEHIEER
BER > TEO (celebrate) MR A JIHI UL G 73 o ERHF(EE
Le g H AR AT DLRE - g0 b RIS TR S A B HE PR 1E B0E AR DL
Ib o B AN 2T TR ) 22 A AR R B B S SRS B 5
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HiL o PR — SR B R N AR S ~ (ERVENEOE X - RIRE
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